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IN BRIEF: 

Visa Europe has made changes to the Visa Europe Operating Regulations and 
systems to facilitate National Net Settlement Service (NNSS) participation and 
provide country specific BINs under specific conditions for cross-border issuers. 
This is in response to: 
 
• Cross-border acquiring and cross-border issuing programmes expanding into 

countries which have a NNSS.  
• Requests from cross-border issuers for access to country specific BINs to 

facilitate provision of cash back services. 
 

ACTION REQUIRED: 

Effective from 15 October 2011, cross-border acquirers may request NNSS 
participation on their existing cross-border acquiring BIN(s) via the Visa Clarity 
system as a BIN project.   
 
Effective from 15 October 2011, cross-border issuers may request country specific 
BINs in order to participate in NNSS.  
 
Effective immediately, cross-border issuers may request country specific BINs 
using the relevant exhibit 4A Form from the Visa Europe Operating Regulations in 



 

order to facilitate the offering of Cash-Back in the UK and non-ISS settlement 
currency markets and the correct identification of debit cards in Ireland. 
 
 

Background 
National Net Settlement Services (NNSS) enable acquirers and issuers to settle 
domestic transactions in currencies which are not International Settlement Service 
(ISS) currencies; or, in an ISS currency on a different date to which ISS settles. 
Settlement in a NNSS is only possible where both acquirer and issuer participate in 
that NNSS. 
 
NNSS services which currently allow settlement in currencies which are not ISS 
currencies are:  
 
 Czech Republic  
 Hungary  
 Latvia  
 Lithuania  
 Poland  
 Romania  

 
The following countries with a NNSS allow settlement in currencies that are ISS 
currencies on a different date to that on which ISS settles, both of which settle on 
the Processing Date:  
 
 Sweden 
 UK 

Country specific BINs for cross-border issuers 
The Visa Europe Operating Regulations permit cross-border issuers to issue one 
product on a BIN, with countries identified at the account range level. 
 
Country specific BINs are required to provide domestic cash back in the UK and in 
markets where the settlement currency is non-ISS, and also for participation in 
NNSS. For example: 
 

• In the UK, the issuing BIN must be taken from a UK specific BIN range. 
• In the Republic of Ireland, a country specific Immediate Debit BIN is required 

to enable the correct identification of domestic cards at the terminal. 
 
Visa Europe has, therefore, made changes to the Visa Europe Operating 
Regulations and systems to provide country specific BINs for cross-border issuer; 
that is, a non-UK cross-border issuing Member could be granted a BIN with a UK 
country code. 



 

Cross-border acquiring 
The Visa Europe Operating Regulations permit cross-border acquirers to acquire 
merchants located in any of the Visa Europe territory markets. Visa Europe has, 
therefore, made system changes that permit the cross-border acquirer to participate 
both in ISS and NNSS on the same BIN. 
 

Summary 
 
Cross-border issuers 
 
With immediate effect, cross-border issuers may request country specific BINs to 
facilitate: 
 

• The offering of Cash-Back in the UK and in markets where the settlement 
currency is non-ISS; and 

• The correct identification of debit cards in Ireland. 
 
Cross-border issuers are reminded that domestic issuance must be conducted on 
separate BIN(s) to cross-border issuance programmes. 
 
Effective 15 October 2011, cross-border issuers may request country specific BINs 
in order to participate in NNSS. 
 
 
Cross-border acquirers 
 
With effect from 15 October 2011, cross-border acquirers may request NNSS 
participation on their existing cross-border acquiring BIN(s) via the Visa Clarity 
system. This will be classified as a ‘BIN project’.   
 

For more information 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Visa Europe 
Customer Support on your country-specific number or e-mail 
customersupport@visa.com  
 
Alternatively, contact Susan Albury on telephone +44 (0) 207 795 5366. 
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